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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOUTH  BERKS 


JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1953. 
Much  of  the  information  which  it  contains  is  provided  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  and  I  am  once  again  much  indebted  to  them. 

The  vital  statistics  for  the  area  fluctuate  considerably  from  year  to 
year,  for  the  numbers  involved  are  small.  Comparison  with  the  figures 
for  the  country  as  a  whole  can  be  most  misleading  therefore,  and  I  have 
omitted  any  comment  under  this  heading. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  F.  BARCLAY. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

South  Berks  Joint  Public  Health  Committee. 


2 


SOUTH  BERKS  JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
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Parsonage  House,  Hampstead  Norris. 

G.  H.  Wood,  Esq., 

Beacon  View,  Tydehams,  Newbury. 

Clerk:  L.  Southern,  Esq.,  LL.B.,  Municipal  Buildings,  Newbury. 


SOUTH  BERKS  JOINT  PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

R.  F.  Barclay,  M  B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

Public  Health  Office.  Greenham  House,  Newbury. 

Telephone:  Newbury  1144. 

Newbury  Borough:  ...  J.  Hague,  F.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

16,  Market  Place,  Newbury. 

(Telephone  446). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 

Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

G.  J.  Wickens,  M.S.I.A.  Add  Sanitary*  Inspector. 
Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and 
Sanitary  Inspectors’  Joint  Board. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
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Bradlield  R.D .  T.  H.  Windle,  A.R.S.I.,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

26,  Bath  Road,  Reading. 
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D.  C.  Smith,  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Assistant. 


Hungerford  R.D.  ...  F.  H.  Obrey,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  L.F.S.(Eng.), 

Sanitary  Inspector, 

The  Priory,  Hungerford. 

(Telephone  29). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

J.  E.  Edwards,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  Add.  Sanitary 
Ipspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Newbury  R.D .  C.  J.  Cooke,  M.S.I.A.,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Phoenix  House,  Bartholomew  Street, 
New.bury. 

(Telephone  1187). 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 

Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

A.  R.  Morgan,  M.S.I.A.,  Add  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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LIST  OF  COMMITTEES  CONCERNED  WITH 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  MATTERS. 


Newbury  Borough. 

Public  Health  Committee. 

Housing  Committee. 

Bradfield  R.D. 

General  Purposes  Committee. 

Sewage  and  Waterways  Committee. 
Housing  Committee. 

Hungerford  R.D. 

Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 
Water  Committee. 

Newbury  R.D. 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Committee. 
General  Purposes  Committee. 
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AREA  AND  POPULATION. 


The  following  table  shows  the  area  of  each  district,  with  estimated 
population  at  the  middle  of  1953. 


District 

Area  in  Acres 
(Land  and  Inland 
Water) 

Estimated 

Population 

Persons 

per 

Acre 

Newbury  Borough 

2,612 

18,310 

7.0 

Bradfield  Rural 

53,008 

20,860 

0.39 

Newbury  Rural 

41,660 

17,310 

0.41 

Hungerford  Rural 

44,817 

9,820 

0.22 

Totals 

142,097 

66,300 

0.47 

BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS. 

Deaths  of 

Live 

Infants 

Illegitimate 

Birth-rate 

Death-rate 

under  1 

birth-rate 

District 

per  1,000 

per  1,000 

year  per 

per  1,000 

population 

population 

1,000  live 

total 

births 

births 

Newbury  Borough 

17.7 

11.6 

28.6 

58.5 

Bradfield  Rural  ... 

16.6 

8.6 

25.6 

61.1 

Hungerford  Rural 

18.9 

10.2 

32.0 

50.9 

Newbury  Rural  ... 

17.0 

6.5 

28.7 

123.6 

United  Districts  ... 

17.5 

9.2 

28.7 

73.5 

England  and  Wales 

15.5 

11.4 

26.8 

— 

In  addition  to  the  births  accounted  for  above  there  were  23  still-births. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

The  Registrar  General  returns  two  cases  of  maternal  mortality  in  the 
area  for  the  year  1953. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  following  table  gives  the 
notified  in  each  district  during  1953 

number 

of  cases 

of  infectious 

disease 

Disease  Newbury 

Borough 

Bradfield 

Rural 

Hunger- 

ford 

Rural 

Newbury 

Rural 

Total 

All 

Areas 

Smallpox  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

12 

8 

2 

10 

32 

Erysipelas 

Enteric  Fever  (Includ- 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 

ing  Paratyphoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

3 

— 

3 

6 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

6 

— 

3 

11 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Acute  Encephalitis 

9 

— 

■ 

2 

Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Dysentery 

— 

20 

— 

— 

20 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  7 

98 

5 

8 

118 

Measles 

94 

524 

22 

193 

833 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

76 

84 

59 

224 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

6 

36 

— 

42 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Other  Froms  of 

10 

16 

9 

17 

52 

Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

The  area  has  again  remained  free  from  Diphtheria. 

There  were  six  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia,  none  of  which  required 
admission  to  hospital  and  all  of  which  recovered. 

Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis  cases  numbered  13.  All  were 
admitted  to  hospital.  Four  were  fatal.  Although  the  numbers  involved 
are  too  small  to  have  statistical  significance,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  record 
here  the  incidence  in  the  South  Berks  area  of  these  diseases,  during  the 
past  few  years. 

PREVALENCE  OF  POLIOMYELITIS  AND  POLIOENCEPHALITIS  IN 

THE  COMBINED  AREAS,  1944-1953. 


Year 

Notified  Cases 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

1944 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1945 

5 

2 

Nil 

1946 

2 

1 

Nil 

1947 

7 

6 

2 

1948 

3 

3 

Nil 

1949 

4 

4 

Nil 

1950 

13 

13 

4 

1951 

1 

1 

Nil 

1952 

2 

2 

Nil 

1953 

13 

13 

4 
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Since  1951,  the  Medical  Research  Council  has  been  carrying  out  an 
investigation  into  the  relationship,  if  any,  between  innoculations  or  the 
removal  of  tonsils  and  the  site  of  paralysis  in  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 
The  results  of  this  enquiry  based  on  information  supplied  by  Medical 
Officers  of  HealthjFroughout  the  country,  are  not  yet  to  hand,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  conclusive  evidence  one  way  or  the  other  will  be  available 
in  the  near  future. 

Two  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorium  occurred,  both  in  Newbury 
Borough.  These  made  a  complete  recovery,  vision  being  unimpaired. 

Dysentery  notifications  were  confined  to  Bradfield  Rural  District,  and 
these  were  mainly  due  to  an  outbreak  of  the  disease  which  affected  the 
Sulhampstead  area.  This  outbreak  was  carried  over  from  the  previous 
year,  the  first  case  having  occurred  on  12th  September,  1952.  The  last 
case  became  negative  on  16th  March,  1953.  There  were  eighteen  cases  in 
all  involving  nine  families,  six  of  the  cases  were  in  pre-school  children 
nine  in  school  children  and  the  rest  in  adults. 

110  Specimens  were  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  in 
Reading,  the  transport  of  these  to  the  Laboratory  being  arranged  by  the 
sanitary  inspector. 

The  outbreak  was  preceded  by  and  to  a  certain  extent  overlapped  a 
small  outbreak  of  winter  vomiting  disease  in  the  same  area,  but  it  was 
localised  and  its  spread  through  the  school  and  outside  the  parish  was 
prevented. 

The  total  number  of  measles  notifications  (833)  shows  a  prevalence  in 
the  area  similar  to  that  present  throughout  England  and  Wales  during 
1953.  The  figure  833  is  more  than  double  that  for  1952.  As  was 
mentioned  in  last  year’s  report,  measles  epidemics  tend  to  occur  in 
alternate  years,  and  in  view  of  this  the  figure  for  this  year  is  to  be  expected. 

There  were  36  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  in  Hungerford  Rural  District. 
Thirty  of  these  occurred  among  the  patients  at  the  annexe  of  the  Fairmile 
Hospital  in  Hungerford.  There  /were  no  deaths.  This  outbreak  was 
probably  due  to  the  consumption  of  a  beef  stew,  the  meat  for  which  had 
been  delivered  as  early  as  four  days  previously.  The  method  of  preparation 
involved  cooking  and  re-heating  the  next  day — a  procedure  always  fraught 
with  danger  and  much  to  be  deprecated. 

A  small  family  outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning  which  accounts  for  3 
of  the  6  notifications  in  Bradfield  Rural  District,  is  of  considerable  interest. 

This  family  kept  ducks  and  had  used  the  eggs  for  a  number  of  years. 
During  the  course  of  24  hours  three  out  of  four  of  the  members  of  this 
household  developed  signs  and  symptoms  of  Food  Poisoning.  On  the 
previous  day  these  three  people  had  consumed  a  drink  of  raw  egg  and 
milk.  The  ducks  therefore  came  under  suspicion,  and  after  investigations 
were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  on  various  batches  of  eggs, 
the  ducks’  droppings,  etc.,  it  was  discovered  that  one  duck  was  harbouring 
the  organism  concerned.  This  was  confirmed  when  the  duck  was  examined 
post  mortem. 

No  case  of  typhoid  or  paratyphoid  was  notified  during  1953,  but 
cases  did  occur  in  the  South  Berks  area  as  recently  as  1946. 

An  outbreak  of  typhoid,  although  a  rare  occurrence  in  this  country 
is  not  unknown.  The  source  of  any  outbreak  is  always  a  typhoid  carrier. 
In  view  of  the  enormous  risks  involved,  remote  though  they  might  be,  it 
was  considered  advisable  to  carry  out  suitable  blood  tests  on  all 
employees  of  all  the  water  departments  administered  by  the  local 
authorities  of  the  South  Berks  Districts.  No  typhoid  carriers  were 
discovered. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Number  of  children  Immunised  against  Diphtheria 


District  1951  1952  1953 


Under  5 

5  to  15 

Under  5 

5  to  15 

Under  5 

5  to  15 

Newbury  Borough 

267 

27 

223 

53 

206 

46 

Bradfield  Rural 

266 

34 

251 

41 

281 

72 

Hungerford  Rural 

78 

1 

60 

3 

111 

4 

Newbury  Rural 

168 

4 

154 

5 

154 

41 

VACCINATION. 

Number  of  children  who  were  vaccinated  when  under  one  year  of  age. 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Newbury  Borough 

27 

60 

93 

146 

Bradfield  R.D.C. 

105 

225 

187 

174 

Hungerford  R.D.C.  ... 

29 

59 

61 

83 

Newbury  R.D.C. 

46 

118 

119 

119 

TUBERCULOSIS  (New  Cases). 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Totals 

1947 

75 

21 

96 

1948 

48 

11 

59 

1949 

79 

7 

86 

1950 

54 

6 

60 

1951 

54 

15 

69 

1952 

42 

7 

49 

1953 

52 

3 

55 
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BOROUGH  OF  NEWBURY 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  12 

3 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid)... 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

- — - 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

2 

1 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  ... 

2 

2 

1 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

.  7 

1 

— 

Measles 

.  94 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

.  5 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

2 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

— 

— - 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods 

Resp. 

M.  F. 

Non-Resp. 

M.  F. 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 

1 

— 

— 

-  - 

-  -  -  - 

1 

5 

5 

10 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  —  —  — 

10 

15 

1 

1 

—  — 

—  —  —  — 

15 

20 

20 

25 

25 

35 

1 

2 

—  — 

—  —  —  — 

35 

45 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  —  —  — . 

45 

55 

1 

— 

—  — 

—  —  —  — 

55 

65 

— 

1 

—  — 

—  —  —  — 

65  &  upwards 

1 

1 

—  — 

—  —  —  — 

Totals 

5 

5 

—  — 

—  —  —  — 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948. 

Part  I  of  the  Act. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Premises  Register 

0)  (2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties 

97 

34 

0 

0 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  In  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

125 

149 

0 

0 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers  premises) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

222 

183 

0 

0 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


Particulars 

Number  of 

Found 

cases  in  which  defects  were  found 
Referred 

Remedied  To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

7 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ _  _ 

(a)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Total 

12 

11 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire. 

Certificates  were  approved  which  set  out  the  means  of  escape  at  two 
separate  factories,  and  an  amended  certificate  relating  to  another  factory 
was  also  granted. 
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REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

GENERAL 


Sanitary  Inspections  of  the  Area. 


Inspections  for  Housing  Defects  (under  Public  Health  Acts  and 
Housing  Acts) 

Infectious  Diseases 

Overcrowding 

Dustbins 

Complaints  Received  and  Investigated  ... 

Drainage  Inspections 
Drains  tested 
Moveable  Dwellings 
Stables  and  Stable  Yards  ... 

Piggeries  . 

Factories 
Rats  and  Mice 

Offensive  Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Revisits  to  Premises  under  notice  ... 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Builders,  etc.  ... 

Verminous  Premises 
Miscellaneous  Visits 
Markets 
Shops  Act 

Butchers’  shops  and  Preserved  Food  premises  ... 

Bakers’  shops 
Bakehouses  ... 

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 
Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 
Grocers  and  Other  Food  shops  ... 

Fried  Fish  shops 
Dairies  and  Milk  shops 
Ice-cream  premises 
Cafes  and  Restaurants 
Meat  and  Food  Inspections  : 

Slaughterhouse 
General 
Milk  Samples 
„  Bottles 
„  Churns 

Ice-cream  Samples  ... 

Miscellaneous  visits 


Total  Visits 


130 

11 

6 

5 

114 

113 

5 

23 


214 

74 

34 

266 

664 

11 

243 

469 

113 

256 

28 

149 

25 

49 

102 

10 

261 

179 

141 

904 

172 

86 

19 

5 

115 

33 

5,066 
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Analysis  of  Nuisances  anti  Defects  Remedied. 


Houses  : 


Drainage  : 


Roofs 

Walls  (external) 

Chimneys  and  Stacks 

Rainwater  Pipes 

Gutters 

Dampness 

Wallplaster 

Ceilings 

Floors 

Windows 

Fireplaces 

Sink  waste  pipes 

Miscellaneous 


Drains  cleared 
Drains  repaired 
New  Drains 
Septic  Tank  plants  repaired 
Cesspools  repaired 
Other  defects 


Water  Closets  :  Renewed  . 

Dustbins  :  New  Provided 

Miscellaneous  :  Offensive  Accumulations 


Food  Premises:  Redecorated 

Cleansed 

W.Cs.  cleansed 

W.Cs.  repaired 

Urinals  cleansed 

Washing  facilities  provided 

Protection  of  Foodstuffs 

W.Cs.  provided 

Contraventions:  Piggeries 

Moveable  Dwellings 


9 

2 

1 

1 

2 

24 

2 

1 

4 


15 

21 

58 


3 

3 

1 

4 
1 
2 
1 
4 
2 
3 
1 

1 

2 


Notices  Served, 


Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  ... 

Shops  Act 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act... 


Informal 

154 

13 

34 


Formal 

8 
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Food  Premises. 
TRADE : 


Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Batchers  and  cooked  meat  dealers  ...  ...  ...  23 

Caterers,  including  licensed  premises  and  industrial  112 
Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Fishmongers  and  fish  friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Food  Stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 


Total 


Premises  registered  under  Section  14  : — 

Ice-cream  retailers 
Sausages  and  preserved  food 
Number  of  dairies  registered 
Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises 


288 


76 

19 

9 

696 


FOOD 


(a)  Meat  Inspection 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Totals 

Number  Slaughtered 

1,852 

334 

1,072 

4,514 

2,185 

9,957 

Number  Inspected  . . . 

1,852 

334 

1,072 

4,514 

2,185 

9,957 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

• 

3 

9 

65 

12 

48 

137 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

588 

123 

8 

768 

410 

1,897 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 
affected  with  diseases 
other  than  Tubercu¬ 
losis 

31.9 

39.5 

6.8 

17.3 

20.9 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

2 

1 

10 

15 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

71 

36 

60 

167 

Percentage  of  the 

number  inspected 

affected  with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

3.9 

11.4 

0.09 

3.2 

14 


WEIGHTS  OF  CONDEMNED  MEAT  AND  OFFAL. 


Classification 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Lbs. 

(1) 

At  slaughterhouses 

.  17 

4 

87 

(2) 

On  Retailer’s  premises  : — 
(a)  Home  killed 

5 

78 

(b)  Imported 

...  ... 

6 

87 

(3) 

Total  Weight  . 

.  17 

17 

28 

The  percentage  of  animals 

affected  with  T.B.  is  the 

lowest 

recorded 

since  records  have  been  kept.  To  give  comparative  figures  : 

YEAR 


1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Beasts 

...  17.11 

14.4 

12.78 

13.5 

11.4 

9.37 

10.5 

8.8 

3.9 

Cows 

...  40.4 

25.3 

22.1 

27.1 

21.1 

23.9 

30.6 

19.5 

11.4 

Pigs 

...  0.01 

8.4 

7.5 

0.73 

3.9 

4.62 

5.3 

3.37 

3.2 

Sheep 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Calves 

...  5.07 

0.4 

— 

0.06 

0.9 

0.19 

0.24 

0.20 

0.09 

The  year  saw  Memo.  3/Meat  come  into  operation  which  recommended 
standards  for  meat  inspection  and  methods  of  handling  meat  in  a  more 
hygienic  manner.  But  practice  and  precept  in  the  latter  particular  did  not 
coincide.  Repeated  requests  for  alteration  were  necessary  before  improve¬ 
ment  was  obtained,  and  at  the  year’s  end  what  alterations  were  obtained 
were  slight.  A  fundamental  change  in  approach  and  practice  was  hoped  for 
from  the  Ministry’s  public  statements  regarding  this  Memorandum,  but  the 
considerable  promise  made  brought  forth  little  actual  performance. 

There  was,  however,  one  improvement  in  equipment  which  much  facili¬ 
tated  through-put  by  the  personnel,  and  that  was  the  installation  of  an 
electric  saw  in  one  of  the  slaughterhouses.  This  implement  is  quicker, 
saving  in  effort,  and  make  for  a  “  truer  ”  job. 

The  number  of  slaughterhouses  in  use  remained  at  two,  both  of  which 
were  requisitioned  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Condemned  Meats  and  Offal. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  Ministry  of  Food  altered  their  practice 
with  regard  to  the  disposal  of  condemned  meat  and  offal  and  other  waste 
materials  at  the  slaughterhouses  with  which  they  were  concerned.  The 
effect  of  this  was  the  dispersal  of  the  wartime  organisation  of  amalgama¬ 
tion  of  waste  product  dealers  who  for  years  had  had  sole  rights  for  the 
collection  and  disposal  of  this  material.  The  amalgamation  of  firms  dis¬ 
posed  itself  into  its  pre-war  units  and  the  separated  firms  and  others  were 
offered  the  opportunity  of  tendering  for  condemned  meat  and  offal  available 
for  disposal  at  the  slaughterhouse.  On  the  face  of  it,  this  action  by  the 
Ministry  had  much  to  commend  it,  particularly  from  the  financial  point 
of  view,  but  from  any  other  point  nothing  but  concern  could  be  felt.  The 
promises  of  increased  difficulties  resulting  from  lack  of  opportunities  for 
'efficient  control  were  realised  and  public  concern  at  the  effect  of  the 
Ministry’s  action  was  widely  expressed  in  the  national  Press. 

The  main  ground  for  concern  was  that  there  was  no  opportunity  for 
effective  local  authority  control,  despite  the  assertion  by  the  Ministry  of 
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Food  that  condemned  meats  and  offal  were  so  stained  as  to  render  their 
disposal  through  unauthorised  channels  impossible. 

As  a  result  of  the  outcry,  the  Ministry  of  Food  issued  Circular  M.F. 
21/53,  requiring  that  : — 

“Condition  12. 

(1)  Condemned  meat  and  other  materials  are  offered  for  sale  sub¬ 
ject  to  such  control  as  local  authorities  may  impose  in  the  exercise  of 
their  statutory  powers  for  the  prevention  of  danger  to  the  public  health. 

(2)  (a)  Except  as  provided  in  paragraph  (b)  below,  the  buyer  shall 
not  sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  condemned  meat  and  other 
materials  unless  such  meat  and  other  materials  — 

(i)  have  been  processed,  (For  the  purpose  of  this  sub-para¬ 
graph  the  term  “  processed  ”  shall  mean  dry-rendered,  digested 
or  solvent  processed  into  technical  tallow,  greases,  glues,  feeding 
meals  or  fertilisers;  “  feeding  meals  ”  and  “  fertilisers  ”  having  the 
same  meaning  as  in  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926)  or 

(ii)  have  been  boiled  for  not  less  than  one  hour  at  a  tempera¬ 
ture  of  not  less  than  212°  F.s  for  which  purpose  any  carcase  meat 
and  red  offal  shall  first  be  reduced  to  portions  not  exceeding  2  lb. 
in  weight,  or 

(iii)  have  been  sterilised  by  the  application  of  steam  under 
pressure. 

(b)  The  buyer  may  sell  or  otherwise  dispose  of  any  raw  condemned 
meat  and  other  materials  only  to  — 

(i)  a  retailer  for  sale  by  him  for  animal  feeding  or 

(ii)  a  processor, 

when  such  sales  must  be  made  under  a  contract  of  sale  to  include 
the  provisions  of  (2)  (a)  above,  or 

(iii)  to  owners  of  zoos,  menageries,  fur  farms,  and  fisheries 
and  to  maggot  breeders  for  use  by  them  in  such  businesses  and  not 
for  resale. 

(3)  The  seller  of  raw  condemned  meat  and  other  materials  under 
the  provisions  of  (2)  (b)  above  shall,  before  delivery,  notify  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  of  the  district  to  which  the  raw  condemned  meat  cr 
other  materials  are  being  consigned  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  the 
consignees.” 

(b)  Milk 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

MILK  SAMPLES 


Sample  Procured  for 

Type  of 
Milk 

Total 

samples 

taken 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Unsatis¬ 

factory 

Remarks 

1.  Examination  for 
Tubercle  Bacilli 

Raw 

25 

21 

1 

3  void 

2.  Submission  to 

Methylene  Blue 

T.T. 

18 

16 

2 

— 

Test 

Past 

43 

37 

T 

5  NT 

3.  Submission  to 

Phosphatase  Test 

Past 

41 

40 

i 

— 

The  three  void  samples,  and  the  reports  on  five  further  samples,  were 
returned  by  the  Laboratory  marked  “  Not  tested,”  and  were  due  to  con- 
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ditions  which  precluded  compliance  with  the  Regulations,  namely  :  tijrie 
between  sampling  and  receipt;  and,  atmospheric  temperature  at  the 
Laboratory. 

A  series  of  milk  containers  comprising  both  bottles  and  churns  were 
submitted  to  examination.  The  bottles  were  divided  into  sixteen  sets  of 
hand-washed  bottles,  and  three  sets  of  machine-washed  bottles.  Of  the 
hand-washed  bottles,  the  reports  in  the  series  gave  the  following  general 
classification  : 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  5  samples 

Fairly  satisfactory  ...  1  sample 

Unsatisfactory  ...  10  samples 

Total  ...  16  samples,  each  of  three  bottles. 


The  machine-washed  bottles 
categories  : 

Satisfactory 

Fairly  satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Total 


were  equally  divided  into  the 

1  sample 
1  sample 
1  sample 

3  samples,  each  of  six  bottles. 


same 


(The  unsatisfactory  condition  in  this  series  was  due  to  a  mechanical  fault 
in  the  bottle-washing  machine,  and  this  was  remedied  soon  after  the 
sample  bottles  were  examined). 


The  chum  rinses  were  reported  to  be  : 
Satisfactory  ...  ...  2  samples 

Fairly  satisfactory  ...  2  samples 

Unsatisfactory  ...  1  sample 

Total  ...  5  samples 


It  was  evident  from  the  results  of  the  original  rinses  that  some  atten¬ 
tion  to  and  alteration  of  methods  and  materials  was  required.  This  was 
undertaken  with  the  ready  co-operation  of  the  retailers.  The  net  effect  cf 
these  actions  was  that  the  alterations  achieved  an  improvement  which  was 
maintained. 


These  improvements  were  : 


In  respect  of  Dairy  No.  1  : 
In  respect  of  Dairy  No.  2  : 
In  respect  of  Dairy  No.  3  : 


Bottling  ceased  to  be  carried  out  on  the 
premises,  and  consequently,  bottle 
washing  ceased. 

A  new  and  more  accurate  thermometer 
was  fitted  to  the  sterilising  chest,  which 
was  brought  into  more  regular  use. 

Changes  in  the  detergents  and  hypo¬ 
chlorites  were  introduced  and  used. 


There  are  now  nine  dairy  premises  in  use  within  the  Borough  and  also 
nine  purveyors  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  milk. 

At  the  end  of  1952  raw  milk  was  retailed  from  five  sources  of  desig¬ 
nated  milk  and  six  sources  of  undesignated  milk.  At  the  end  of  1953 
there  was  a  reduction  in  both  figures  to  : —  designated — three,  and  un¬ 
designated — four. 
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An  interesting  feature,  and  one  which  confirms  local  observations,  was 
evident  at  the  Dairy  Show,  held  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  namely  :  that 
the  manufacturers  of  dairy  plant  are  catering  less  for  the  small  dairyman 
and  more  for  the  bigger  organisations.  The  reasons  are  obvious.  As  a 
general  rule  no  small  dairyman  can  afford  to  instal  a  heat  treatment  plant 
as  a  commercial  proposition,  and  as  it  is  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  milk 
sold  in  urban  areas  is  now  heat  treated  (thus  preserving  its  keeping  quality 
and  rendering  it  more  safe)  the  point  just  made  will  be  appreciated.  So 
the  small  dairyman  is  becoming  a  distributor  of  milk  purely  and  simply, 
obtaining  his  supply  in  bottles  from  the  larger  sources  and  disposing  of  it 
to  such  customers  as  maintain  their  connection  with  him. 


Fifteen  licences,  detailed  hereunder,  were  issued  under  the  Milk 
(Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949,  there  being  no  change  in  this 
respect  as  compared  with  the  preceding  twelve  months  : 

Dealer’s  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  licences  ...  ...  9 

Dealer’s  Pasteurised  milk  licences  ...  ...  ...  4 

Dealer’s  Accredited  milk  licences  ...  ...  ...  2 


(c)  Ice-Cream. 

Ice-Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947-1948. 


ICE-CREAM  SAMPLES. 


Provisional 

Grade  Number  of  Samples 

Per  cent. 

I 

78 

67.8 

II 

22 

19.1 

III 

6 

5.2 

IV 

9 

7.9 

Total  number  of  samples  =  115 

The  table  records  an  increase  in  the  number  of  samples  taken  for 
examination  as  compared  with  the  previous  year,  and  that  this  increase  is 
of  the  order  of  approximately  60  per  cent.;  the  reason  being  that  the 
Laboratory  were  able  to  deal  with  an  increased  number  of  samples  during 
the  warm  weather  as  compared  with  previous  occasions,  and  to  handle  at 
least  one  sample  per  month  from  each  manufacturer’s  product  during  the 
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cooler  weather.  An  additional  reason  for  the  increase  is  associated  with 
the  number  of  samples  placed  in  Grades  3  or  4. 

In  the  latter  connection,  when  the  Bacteriologist  has  reported  that  a 
sample  is  placed  in  Grade  3  or  4,  it  is  the  regular  practice  to  take  “  follow¬ 
up  ”  samples.  This  practice  is  useful  to  ensure  a  check  on  sampling 
technique  and  to  verify  that  the  retailer’s  storage  and  handling  methods  are 
satisfactory.  There  is  a  temperature  check  of  the  conservator  in  which 
the  ice-cream  is  kept  every  time  a  sample  is  taken,  and  it  has  yet  to  be 
found  that  the  temperature  at  the  time  of  sampling  is  above  that  allowed 
in  the  Regulations,  namely  :  28°  F. 

The  samples  are  transported  in  a  thermos-type  container  which,  pre¬ 
vious  to  use,  has  been  placed  in  a  refrigerator  in  which  the  temperature 
is  at  about  zero.  This  assists  in  the  efficient  transport  and  handling 
of  the  samples.  In  every  case  where  a  Grade  3  or  Grade  4  result  has 
been  reported,  the  methods  of  sampling,  transport  and  handling  have  been 
shown  not  to  be  a  contributory  cause  of  failure. 

In  some  instances  the  manufacturer  has  tacitly  admitted  that  the 
Grading  is  due  to  his  fault,  in  that  he  has  withdrawn  from  retail  sale  his 
product  when  the  grading  of  his  sample(s)  have  been  notified  to  him. 

As  to  the  products  which  were  found  to  be  at  fault,  the  following 
results  are  to  be  noted  : 


Case  “  A  ” :  Greater  attention  to  cleanliness  has  resulted  in  an 
improvement  which  has  been  maintained  for  some  time 
past. 

Case  “  B  ” :  This  manufacturer’s  ice-cream  is  not  now  sold  in 

Newbury. 

Case  “  C  ” :  This  manufacturer’s  ice-cream  is  not  now  sold  in 

Newbury. 


Case  “  D  ”  :  The  consignment  of  which  the  failing  samples  were  a 
part  was  withdrawn  from  retail  sale  by  the  manufacturer, 
and  additionally,  the  manufactory  is  receiving  close  and 
and  constant  attention  from  the  officers  of  the  local 
authority  in  whose  area  the  works  are  situated.  It  is 
stated  by  these  officers  that,  in  the  closing  three  weeks 
of  the  year,  four  samples  were  taken  from  these  premises 
and  each  of  the  samples  was  placed  in  Grade  1. 


N.B. — Each  sample  taken  from  the  largest  manufacturer  in  the  Borough 
was  placed  in  Grade  1,  and  this  is  the  third  consecutive  year  that 
this  position  has  been  achieved. 


The  number  of  manufacturers  whose  products  were  being  sold  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year  was  nine,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  this  figure 
was  reduced  to  seven. 
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(d)  Catering  Premises. 

The  present  situation  as  to  number  and  type 
the  Borough  is  tabulated  below,  and  an  increase 
compared  with  the  previous  year  was  recorded  : 

of  catering  premises  in 
of  eight  in  the  total  as 

As  at 

Closed 

New 

As  at 

Type 

1/1/53 

during 

during 

31/12/53 

year 

year 

1. 

Commercial — Large 

9 

— - 

1 

10 

2. 

Medium 

..  10 

— 

2 

12 

3. 

Small 

6 

— 

2 

8 

4. 

Industrial 

4 

— 

— 

4 

5. 

Schools 

6 

— 

— 

6 

6. 

Hotels 

..  10 

— 

— 

10 

7. 

Licensed  Premises 

..  31 

— 

3 

34 

8. 

Club  organisations 

..  28 

— 

— 

28 

Totals 

..  104 

— 

8 

112 

The  chief  improvements  which  have  been  carried  out,  or  developments 
which  are  to  take  place  in  the  near  future,  at  premises  included  above  may 
be  loosely  designated  as  : 

In  respect  of  Premises  No.  1  :  This  is  a  new  cafe,  and  by  co-operation  at 

“  the  drawing  board  stage,”  several  undesir¬ 
able  features  which  were  in  the  original 
plan  were  eliminated. 

In  respect  of  Premises  Nos.  2  and  3  :  New  cafes  have  been  opened,  but 

in  each  case  have  outgrown  the  original 
kitchen  accommodation.  In  both  instances 
plans  are  being  prepared  for  enlargements 
and  alterations  to  cope  with  the  present 
situation. 

In  respect  of  Premises  No.  4  :  Improved  lay-out  and  conditions  in  the 

kitchen,  together  with  additional  refrigera¬ 
tion  and  increased  sanitary  accommodation. 

In  respect  of  Premises  No.  5  :  The  proprietor  of  this  cafe  is  being  pressed 

to  provide  additional  sanitary  accommoda¬ 
tion. 

(e)  Other  Food  Premises. 

The  installation  of  refrigerated  windows  to  the  premises  of  a  butcher 
and  fishmonger,  together  with  improvements  in  the  lay-out  and  facilities 
available  in  the  shop,  are  among  the  more  important  alterations  carried 
out  to  food  premises. 

Another  shop  also  keeps  fish  for  retail  sale  under  refrigeration  in  a 
display  window. 

One  butcher’s  shop  and  one  fish  frier’s  shop  were  closed. 

At  one  grocer's  shop  complete  re-arrangement  of  facilities,  fittings  and 
lay-out  is  being  carried  out. 

New  food  premises,  i.e.,  butcher’s,  green  grocery,  grocery  and  provi¬ 
sions,  ice-cream  and  confectionery,  were  opened  on  one  of  the  Corporation 
housing  estates. 
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(f)  Canned  and  other  food  condemned. 

WEIGHTS  OF  CANNED  AND  OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED  AS 
UNFIT  FOR  HUMAN  CONSUMPTION. 


lbs. 

Canned  ham  and  other  foods  ... 

2,525 

Fish  . 

166 

Fruit  and  preserves 

108 

Eggs  . 

72 

Bacon  and  cheese 

28 

Miscellaneous,  including  confectionery 

247 

Rice 

246 

Total  weight  condemned  =  1  ton,  10  cwts.,  32  lbs. 

The  weights  of  canned  food  condemned  during  1953  show  a  consider¬ 
able  reduction— somewhat  of  the  nature  of  75  per  cent. — as  compared  with 
the  1952  total.  This  position  is  due  to  several  causes,  amongst  which  are  : 

(1)  the  improved  quality  of  tin  sheet  available  to  the  trade; 

(2)  as  a  result  of  (1),  improved  packing  and  containers  ; 

(3)  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  amount  of  canned  ham  which  was 
condemned. 

In  the  last  report,  attention  was  called  to  the  total  amount  of  canned 
ham  which  was  condemned  and  certain  observations  were  made  as  to  the 
reason  for  this  position. 

The  condemned  foodstuffs  were  disposed  of  for  animal  feeding. 


Shops  Act,  1950. 

During  the  year  the  County  Council  ceased  to  be  responsible  for  those 
duties  under  the  Shops  Act  such  as  hours  of  employment,  closing,  holidays, 
Sunday  trading  etc.,  and  they  then  came  under  the  control  of  the  local 
authority,  who  designated  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  as  the  officers  responsible 
for  these  additional  duties. 

It  was  found  that,  with  few  exceptions,  the  notices  required  to  be 
provided  by  the  occupiers,  and  which  complied  with  the  statutory  provisions, 
were  displayed. 


Schools  and  School  Canteens. 

Number  of  school  canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  visits  to  school  canteens  ...  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  canteens  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  canteens  at  which  works  were  required  and/ 

or  carried  out  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  general  conditions  at  the  schools  were  satisfactory  at  the  times 
of  all  visits. 
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Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 

The  three  local  authorities,  i.e.,  Newbury  Borough  Council,  Newbury 
Rural  District  Council  and  Hungerford  Rural  District  Council,  continued 
the  arrangement  whereby  the  duties  of  the  Councils  under  the  Pests  Act, 
1949,  were  co-ordinated  by  a  Joint  Committee  to  which  each  Authority 
nominated  three  of  its  members. 

Two  Rodent  Operators  were  employed  throughout  the  year.  They 
receive  their  general  instructions  from  the  offices  of  Newbury  Borough, 
where  the  clerical  work  relating  to  treatment  and  inspections  was  carried  out. 


Local 

Authority 

Type 

Dwelling 

Houses 

of  property 

All  other 
Agri-  (including 
cultural  Business  & 
Industrial) 

Total 

I.  Total  number  of 
properties  in  local 
Authority’s  district 

21 

5,318 

6 

871 

6,216 

II.  Number  of  proper¬ 
ties  inspected  by  the 
Local  Authority  dur- 

(a) 

2 

164 

35 

201 

ing  1953  as  a  result 
(a)  of  notification 
or  (b)  otherwise  ... 

(b) 

99 

2,577 

6 

527 

3,209 

III.  Number  of  proper¬ 
ties  (under  II)  found 

Major 

to  be  infested  by 
rats 

Minor 

33 

284 

— 

14 

330 

IV.  Number  of  proper¬ 
ties  (under  II)  found 
to  be  seriously  in¬ 
fested  by  mice 

1 

118 

30 

149 

V.  Number  of  infested 
properties  (under  III 
and  IV)  treated  by 
the  Local  Authority 

34 

402 

44 

480 

VI.  Number  of  notices 
served  under  Sec¬ 
tion  4  : — 

(1)  Treatment 

(2)  Structural  works 
(i.e.,  Proofing) 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

- 

Total  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

VII.  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  by  Local 
Authority  following 
issue  of  notice 

under  Section  4  ... 

VIII.  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

IX.  Number  of  “  block  ”  control 

schemes  carried  out 

...  52 

Housing. 


HOUSING  TABLE,  1953. 

Number  of  new  dwelling  houses  built : — 

(1)  by  Local  Authorities  . 

(2)  by  Private  Persons  . 

(3)  by  Ministry  of  Works  . 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfifit  for 
human  habitation 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year : — 

(1)  Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  statutory  notices . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  demoli¬ 
tion  orders  were  made 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
demolition  orders 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  included  in  Clearance  Orders 
made  by  the  Local  Authority 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  included  in  Clearance  Orders 
confirmed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Clearance  Orders  . 


4.  Overcrowding. 

(1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

year  . 

(2)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 
year 


Undertaking  given. 

Houses  closed  after  undertaking  by  owner  not  to  re-let 


RE-HOUSING  PROGRESS. 
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Total  houses  to  be  dealt 
with  per  Public 
Health  Committee, 

1949  .  4 

Vacant  at  date  of  survey  1 

Re-housed  during  1953  — 

Re-housed  prior  to  1953  3 

Houses  re  -  occupied 
during  1953  ...  — 

Total  vacated  ...  ...  4 

Total  number  of  tenants 
and  families  to  be 
re-housed  ...  ...  - — - 


10  6  6 


7  8  41 


1—24 


9  5  3 


20 


9  5 


2  _  _  2 

2  —  2  22 


1 


4  7  6  19 


Difficulties  arose  at  Faircross  Terrace  in  that  two  vacant  houses  were 
repaired  and  one  re-occupied.  This  position  was  resolved  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  when  the  owner  gave  formal  undertakings  that 

“That  Nos.  1  and  2  should  not  be  used  for  human  habitation  and 
that  Nos.  3  and  5  should  not  be  so  used  after  the  houses  next  became 
vacant.” 

An  assurance  was  also  given  that  Nos.  4  and  6  should  be  occupied 
only  by  the  owner’s  employees. 


New  Legislation. 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Bill  was  in  preparation  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  and  this  foreshadows  the  re-commencement  of  housing 
work  (slum  clearance). 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951. 

One  licence  was  issued  under  this  Act  during  the  year,  and  the  con¬ 
ditions  prescribed  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936  —  Section  269 


Moveable  Dwellings. 

(1)  Licences  granted  to  station  and  use  one  caravan  only  ...  11 

(2)  Conditional  licences  (under  (1))  i.e.,  whilst  house  being 

built  on  site  .  4 

(3)  Application  for  licences  refused  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(4)  Caravans  on  licensed  sites  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  7 

The  licences  issued  were  for  individual  caravans  and  in  each  case  where 
such  a  licence  was  issued  the  facilities  provided  were  satisfactory. 

Of  the  cases  where  licences  were  refused,  two  of  the  applications  were 
for  permission  to  station  additional  caravans  on  sites  where  the  original 
licences  had  been  granted  to  station  one  caravan  only.  In  the  third  case, 
the  absence  of  satisfactory  drainage  facilities  and  the  distance  of  water 
supply  were  considered  to  be  adverse  conditions  and  the  application  was 
not  therefore  approved. 

Further  caravans  were  sited  on  an  unlicensed  site  within  the  Borough 
and  steps  to  obtain  their  removal  have  been  taken,  but  under  legislation 
other  than  the  above  mentioned  Act. 


Rag  Flock  Act,  1951. 

The  above  Act  applies  only  to  one  user  and  the  material  used  by  him 
was  purchased  under  warranty  as  being  of  the  standard  prescribed  in 
British  Standard  Specification  numbered  1425.  This  warranty  satisfies  the 
terms  of  the  Act. 


New  Legislation. 

Berkshire  County  Council  Act,  1953  and  Newbury  Coroporation  Act,  1953 

These  two  measures  became  law  during  the  year.  They  gave  additional 
powers  to  the  local  authority  in  respect  of  sanitary  matters,  food  and 
slaughtering  problems,  and  specified  certain  amenities  which  are  to  be 
provided  in  new  dwellings,  i.e.,  provision  of  bathrooms  and  adequate  food 
storage  accommodation. 

The  local  authority  also  designated  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  as  the 
“Authorised  Officer”  under  the  Fireguards  Act,  1952. 


J.  HAGUE. 
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NEWBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

•  »  •  •  »  • 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

.  .  •  .  .  . 

10 

2 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid)... 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

... 

3 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

...  ... 

— 

— 

• — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

...  ... 

3 

3 

1 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery  . 

...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

...  ... 

8 

1 

5 

Measles 

...  ... 

193 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

...  ... 

59 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

...  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

... 

— 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Deaths 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 

—  1 

1 

—  5 

5 

—  10 

— 

— 

■ — 

1 

—  — 

—  — 

10 

—  15 

15 

—  20 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

20 

—  25 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1  — 

—  — 

25 

—  35 

1 

3 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

35 

—  45 

— 

1 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

45 

—  55 

3 

4 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

55 

—  65 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1  — 

—  — 

65, 

&  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

Totals 

8 

9 

— 

1 

2  — 

—  — 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 

Part  1  of  the  Act. 

1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number  Number  of 

on  Written  Occupiers 

Premises  Register  Inspections  Notices  Prosecuted 

(1)  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5) 


(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  . 

6 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

68 

36 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out- workers’  premises) 

TOTAL 

74 

40 

— 

— 

2  — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Referred 

Particulars  Found  Remedied  To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

Inspector  Inspector 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(1)  (2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  .  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  — 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  ...  ...  — 

— 

— — 

- — . 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) : 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  3 

3 

— 

3 

• — 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork)  ...  ...  — 

Total  ...  5 

4 

— 

5 

— 
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REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


WATER. 

General.  There  was  no  shortage  of  water  for  domestic  use  during  the 
year. 

Boxford  Regional  Water  Scheme.  This  scheme  was  fully  completed 
during  the  year.  The  District  is  now  well  served  with  water  mains.  There 
is  a  main  supply  in  each  Parish  though  there  are  small  groups  of  houses 
with  no  main  supply  available.  The  following  gives  particulars  of 
extensions  to  the  main  supply  already  approved. 

Marsh  Benham.  This  extension  from  the  main  Bath  Road  to  the  Red 
House  in  Marsh  Benham  will  serve  19  houses.  It  is  anticipated  that  this 
extension  will  be  completed  by  July,  1954. 

Midgham.  The  extension  (from  Midgham  Green  to  Midgham 
Village  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry.  This  scheme  will  serve  21 
houses.  It  is  anticipated  that  main  laying  will  commence  later  in  1954. 

WooShampton,  The  extension  East  of  the  village  along  the  Bath 
Road  to  the  boundary  of  the  district  will  serve  41  houses.  This  scheme 
should  be  completed  by  July,  1954. 

Samples.  Thirty-eight  water  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  during  the  year  and  results  are  shown  in  Appendix  “  A.” 
The  appropriate  action  was  taken  in  each  case  where  the  result  showed 
to  be  unsatisfactory.  In  only  three  cases  of  unsatisfactory  supply  there 
is  no  main  water  supply;  in  one  of  these  cases  there  is  an  alternative 
satisfactory  supply. 

SEWAGE. 

Cold  Ash  Sewerage  Scheme.  This  scheme  allows  for  the  connection 
to  the  sewer  of  182  properties  in  Cold  Ash  and  Ashmore  Green  area. 
Authority  to  invite  tenders  was  refused  by  the  Ministry  on  the  grounds 
that  time  was  not  opportune  for  the  undertakings.  A  further  attempt 
will  be  made  to  commence  the  scheme  during  1954. 

Woolhampton  Sewerage  Scheme.  Little  progress  was  made  on  the 
preliminaries  for  this  scheme  owing  to  difficulties  in  obtaining  “  Agricultural 
Clearance  ”  for  a  suitable  disposal  site. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

The  weekly  kerbside  collection  continued  to  operate  during  the  year. 

The  refuse  was  disposed  of  on  two  sites  off  Pound  Lane,  Thatcham. 
by  controlled  tipping. 

A  fire  occured  at  one  of  these  tips  in  September  due  mainly  to  the 
quantity  of  paper  in  the  refuse  from  Greenham  Common  Airfield. 
Representations  have  been  made  to  the  Air  Ministry  concerning  the  refuse 
from  this  Airfield. 

FOOD  INSPECTION. 

A  list  of  foodstuffs  condemned  during  the  year  is  given  in  Appendix 
“  B.”  It  should  be  noted  that  the  bulk  of  unfit  foodstuffs  in  the  Rural 
District  is  returned  to  the  wholesalers  and  condemned  in  bulk  by  Newbury 
and  Reading  Boroughs. 

Ice  Cream.  Six  licences  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  were 
granted  during  the  year.  In  each  case  the  premises  were  previously 
inspected  and  found  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Eood  and  Drugs 
Act. 

Four  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  results  in  each  case  were  satisfactory. 
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FOODSHOPS. 


The  following  is  a  list  of  food  premises  in  the  area : 


General  Foodshops 
Bakehouse  &  General  Store 
Grocers 
Butchers 

Fried  Fish  Shops 
Confectioners 
Greengrocers 
Caterers 


20 

5 

4 

5 


2 

1 

7 


? 


Of  these  4  are  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
for  manufacture  of  Sausages.  There  are  35  premises  licensed  for  the  sale 
of  ice-cream  and  2  dairies  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Regulations. 


INSPECTIONS. 

Forty-five  Inspections  of  registered  premises  were  made  during  the 

year. 


CAMPING  SITES. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  33  Caravans  were  licensed  on  30  sites  while 
a  further  6  sites  were  licensed  to  hold  141  caravans.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
negotiations  were  taking  place  concerning  the  large  number  of  unauthorised 
caravans  round  Greenham  Aerodrome,  and  the  provision  of  a  licensed 
site  in  that  area. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

This  is  carried  out  in  co-operation  with  Newbury  Borough  and 
Hungerford  R.D.C.,  work  is  co-ordinated  by  a  joint  committee  of  the 
three  Authorities. 


HOUSING. 

Council  Houses :  During  the  year  97  new  Council  Houses  were 
completed  and  occupied.  Improvements  to  existing  Council  Houses 
including  the  provision  of  Bathrooms  and  hot  water  systems  were  continued 
during  the  year,  work  was  in  hand  or  completed  to  124  houses  by  the  end 
of  the  year.  Plans  have  been  made  to  deal  with  the  remaining  160  houses 
without  these  facilities  during  1954  and  1955. 


PRIVATE  HOUSES. 

Thirty-seven  new  houses  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year. 
Six  cottages  were  dealt  with  under  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936; 
demolition  orders  were  made  on  5  of  the  cottages  and  in  the  other  case 
an  undertaking  to  carry  out  repairs  and  improvements  was  accepted. 

Improvement  grants  under  the  1949  Act  were  made  in  respect  of  12 
dwellings. 
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WATER  SAMPLES  TAKEN  FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL 


EXAMINATION. 


Date. 

Taken  from 

Result. 

5 

1 

53 

1. 

“  Meadoway,”  Vanners  Lane,  Enborne 

Good. 

5 

1 

53 

2. 

“  The  Glen,”  Vanners  Lane,  Enborne 

Good. 

5 

1 

53 

3. 

Well,  Greenham  Common 

Good. 

5 

1 

53 

4. 

“  Green  Trees,”  Greenham  Common 

Good. 

5 

1 

53 

5. 

Green  Trees  Lodge,  Greenham  Common 

Good. 

19 

1 

53 

6. 

39,  Midgham  Marsh  (Spring) 

Unsatisfactory. 

19 

1 

53 

7. 

39,  Midgham  Marsh  (Pump) 

Good. 

19 

1 

53 

8. 

Coach  and  Horses,  Midgham 

Good. 

19 

1 

53 

9. 

Collecting  tank  near  Coach  and  Horses 

Good. 

2 

3 

53 

10. 

“  Heatcote,”  Vanners  Lane,  Enborne 

Good. 

2 

3 

53 

11. 

Red  House,  Marsh  Benham 

Good. 

2 

3 

53 

12. 

Chamberhouse  Farm  (Standpipe) 

Good. 

2 

3 

53 

13. 

Chamberhouse  Farm  (Pump) 

Good. 

2 

3 

53 

14. 

Old  Lane  Cottage,  Hamstead  Marshall 

Good. 

13 

4 

53 

15. 

4,  Vanners  Lane,  Enborne 

Good. 

13 

4 

53 

16. 

Red  House,  Marsh  Benham 

Good. 

13 

4 

53 

17. 

The  Meadows,  Marsh  Benham 

Good. 

11 

4 

53 

18. 

Stream,  Hamstead  Marshall 

Unsatisfactory. 

11 

5 

53 

19. 

Spring  in  woods,  Hamstead  Marshall 

Good. 

11 

5 

53 

20. 

Junction  of  spring  and  &  stream  Hamstead 

Marshall 

Unsatisfactory. 

29 

6 

53 

21. 

Dell  Cottage,  Greenham  Common 

Unsatisfactory. 

29 

6 

53 

22. 

Gorse  Cottage,  Greenham  Common 

Good. 

29 

6 

53 

23. 

Goldfinch  Bottom,  Greenham  Common 

Unsatisfactory. 

29 

6 

53 

24. 

Happy  Valley,  Crookham  Common 

Fair. 

29 

7 

53 

25. 

“  Fuzz,”  Greenham  Common 

Doubtful. 

29 

7 

53 

26. 

Builders  Yard,  Chapel  Street,  Thatcham 

Unsatisfactory. 

29 

7 

53 

27. 

Cottage,  Halfway 

Unsatisfactory. 

29 

7 

53 

28. 

“  Fuzz,”  Greenham  Common 

Unsatisfactory. 

15 

9 

53 

29. 

Benham  Grange  Farm,  Halfway 

Fair. 

15 

9 

53 

30. 

The  Larches,  Greenham  Common 

Good. 

15 

9 

53 

31. 

Red  House,  Easton 

Good. 

12 

10 

53 

32. 

Crookham  School 

Unsatisfactory. 

12 

10 

53 

33. 

Stockcross  School 

Good. 

19 

10 

53 

34. 

Old  Lane  Cottage,  Enborne 

Unsatisfactory. 

19 

10 

53 

35. 

39,  Broadway,  Thatcham 

Unsatisfactory. 

5 

11 

53 

36. 

Hill  Cottage,  Enborne 

Good. 

11 

11 

53 

37. 

Old  Lane  Cottage,  Enborne 

Good. 

11 

11 

53 

38. 

70,  Boxford 

Unsatisfactory. 
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LIST  OF  CONDEMNED  FOODSTUFFS. 


Fresh  Meat 
Tinned  Meat 
Tomato  Paste 
Semolina 


114  lbs. 

15  lbs.  15  ozs. 
7  lbs. 

56  lbs. 


The  food  condemned  was  disposed  of  as  follows:  — 

Fresh  meat  taken  to  Newbury  Borough  Slaughterhouse  and 
disposed  of  with  condemned  meat  from  there. 

Tinned  Food  buried. 

Semolina  used  for  animal  feeding. 


GENERAL  SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT. 

No.  of  Different  premises  visited 

„  „  Inspections  made  . 

„  „  Complaints  received 

„  „  Defects  or  nuisances  discovered 

„  „  Notices  served  (a)  Informal  . 

(b)  Statutory  . 

„  „  Prosecutions  . 

Nuisances.  Total  Number  of  Nuisances  abated: — 

Analysis  of  Nuisance  Total: 

Nuisances  relating  to:  Privies,  W.C.s.,  Sink  Wastes,  etc.  ... 

„  „  „  Drains  or  Cesspools 

„  „  „  Pigs  or  other  animals 

„  „  „  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Slaughterhouses 

„  „  „  Insufficient  or  impure  Water  Supply 

„  „  „  Unclean  Houses 

„  „  „  Overcrowded  Houses 

„  „  „  Polluted  ditches,  water  courses,  etc. 

„  „  „  Insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits 

„  „  „  Miscellaneous  subjects 

Total  number  of  premises  disinfected 

Water:  Water  samples  (a)  Chemical  Analysis  . 

(b)  Bacteriological  Examination 

No.  of  Wells  closed 

„  „  „  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened  . 

„  „  „  (new)  sunk  . 

„  „  Water  Certificates  granted 

„  „  Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.s  ... 

Meat  and  Food: 

Seizures  or  Surrenders  of  unsound  or  diseased  foods 

Total  number  of  Slaughterhouses  and  Knackers  Yard  on  Reg.  ... 

Total  number  of  Slaughterhouses  and  Knackers  Yards  visited  ... 


1320 

1465 

63 

28 

13 

Nil 

Nil 


10 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

4 
2 

3 

4 
32 
14 

Nil 

38 

4 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

36 


4 

1 

3 
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HUNGERFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Cases 

Total 

admitted 

Cases 

to 

Total 

Disease 

Notified 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fexer  (including  Paratyphoid) 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

5 

4 

— 

Measles  . 

22 

— 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

84 

7 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

36 

36 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Periods  Resp. 

Non-Resp. 

Res. 

Non-Resp. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M.  F. 

0—1  —  — 

1—5  — 

5  —  10 

10  —  15 

15  —  20  —  — 

20  —  25  —  — 

25  —  35  1  3 

35  —  45  2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

-  - 

45  —  55  1 

55  —  65  —  — 

65  &  upwards  —  — 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  . — 

Totals  4  3 

1 

— 

1  — 

—  — 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948. 
Part  I  of  the  Act. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 
Written 
Inspections  Notices 

(3)  (4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  . 

25 

27 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

40 

37 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out- workers’  premises) 

TOTAL 

65 

64 

— 

— 

2  — CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  cases  in 

Referred  which 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

5 

3 

— 

1 

— 
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REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


1.  WATER 

The  public  water  supplies  serving  this  District  are  chlorinated  at 
source — samples  taken  from  the  treated  water  proved  that  a  satisfactory 
supply  was  being  maintained. 

Fourteen  samples  were  taken  from  private  supplies,  of  which  2  proved 
to  be  unsatisfactory :  the  appropriate  action  was  taken  for  provision  of 
wholesome  supplies. 

2.  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

At  Kintbury  further  conversions  to  water-borne  drainage  took  place 
during  the  year  and  the  effluent  from  the  new  disposal  works  continued 
to  be  satisfactory  and  passed  the  requirements  laid  down  by  the  Thames 
Conservancy  Board. 

The  Lambourn  Scheme  of  Sewerage  progressed  during  the  year  and 
is  near  completion. 

The  effluent  from  the  disposal  works  of  The  Hungerford  Scheme 
continues  to  fall  below  the  requirements  of  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board 
and  no  improvement  can  be  expected  without  the  necessary  reconstruction. 

3.  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  demand  for  fuller  and  more  frequent  collections  continues  to  be 
received  but  on  grounds  of  economy  cannot  be  met. 

The  disposal  sites  at  Denford  and  Eastbury  were  inspected  periodically 
and  the  rodent  treatment  continued  as  required. 

4.  NEW  BUILDINGS. 

The  completion  and  occupation  of  250  Post-war  houses  show  that 
progress  was  maintained  through  the  year.  The  number  of  private 
dwellings  completed  and  occupied  since  the  war  has  now  increased  to  68. 

5.  SCHOOLS. 

Although  the  sanitary  arrangements  remain  below  a  satisfactory 
standard  in  the  smaller  schools,  etc.,  it  is  hoped  that  the  condition  will  be 
improved  in  the  near  future. 


6.  RODENT  CONTROL. 


The  Joint  Committee  Scheme 

continued 

to  prove 

satisfactory 

throughout  the  year. 

Total 

Business 

Others. 

Premises  visited 

844 

63 

781 

Rat  Infestations  treated 

347 

21 

326 

Mice  Infestations  treated  ... 

12 

2 

14 

7.  FACTORIES  &  WORKSHOPS. 

Periodical  inspections  continued  to  be  made  during  the  year  when  it 
was  found  that  in  general  the  condition  under  sanitary  arrangements, 
cleanliness,  lighting,  etc.  were  satisfactory. 

8.  SALE  OF  FOODSTUFFS. 

Increased  supervision  was  carried  out  in  respect  of  the  foodshops  and 
catering  establishments  in  the  district.  Only  in  a  few  cases  was  any  action 
necessary  when  there  was  an  improvement  in  conditions. 
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FOOD  PREMISES. 


Bakers 

Butchers 

Grocers 

Greengrocers 

Fishmongers 

Confectioners 


No.  of  Dairies 

No.  of  Catering  Establishments 

No.  of  visits  to  Catering  Establishments 


9 

8 

46 

11 

6 

7 

87 


4 

39 

98 


Premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

With  regard  to : 

(1)  the  preparation  of  sausages  or  preserved  food,  etc.  ...  8 

(2)  the  retail  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Ice  Cream:  The  number  of  premises  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  Ice 
Cream  shows  a  decrease  on  last  year’s  figure. 

Sampling  of  all  the  different  brands  of  Ice  Cream  was  carried  out 
and  of  the  19  samples  taken  10  were  in  Grade  I  and  9  in  Grade  II. 

The  products  of  3  retailers  were  involved  in  this  sampling. 


9  CONDEMNED  FOOD. 

The  following  were  inspected,  condemned  and  voluntarily  surrendered 
during  the  year :  — 


11 

Tins  of  Tomatoes. 

10 

Tins  of  Soup. 

157 

Tins  of  Fruit. 

4 

Tins  of  Jam. 

81 

Tins  of  Milk. 

21 

Tins  Meat. 

24 

Tins  of  Peas. 

11 

lbs.  Cheese. 

16 

Tins  of  Fish. 

14 

lbs.  Ham. 

Imported  Meat 

.  *  • 

.  86  lbs. 

Home  Killed  Meat- 

-Beef 

.  95|  lbs. 

Pork 

204  lbs. 

Method  of  disposal  of  condemned  meat  and  food. 

Tinned  foods  are  buried  in  refuse  tip.  Meat,  small  quantities 
are  buried  but  larger  quantities  are  returned  to  the  issuing  slaughter¬ 
house. 


10.  RETAIL  OF  MILK. 

Sampling  of  milk  continued  as  often  as  possible  with  10  samples  being 
taken — 9  for  keeping  quality  tests  and  one  for  Tuberculosis  which  proved 
satisfactory. 
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1 1.  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


The  2  registered  slaughterhouses  continued  to  be  used  for  emergency 
killing  only,  while  normal  slaughtering  was  carried  out  centrally  in 
Newbury. 


12.  CARAVAN  SITES. 

The  site  at  Lambourn  continues  under  Licence  with  the  limited 
number  of  5  caravans  on  the  site.  Although  this  is  the  only  licensed  site 
in  use  at  present,  a  number  of  caravans  are  to  be  seen  in  various  sites  for 
short  periods  showing  the  continued  need  of  housing  accommodation. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


Number 

of  Dwellings  Built: — 

(1) 

By  Local  Authorities 

•  •  • 

26 

(2) 

By  Private  Persons 

7 

(1)  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year: — 

(1) 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
housing  defects 

for 

497 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

.  .  . 

622 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
human  habitation 

SO 

for 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  not  found  to 
in  all  respect  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

re- 

be 

11 

(2)  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


(3)  Overcrowding. 

(a)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  .  58 


SUMMARY  of  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Work  During  1953. 

Number  of  different  premises  visited  ... 

„  Inspections  made 

„  Complaints  received 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  discovered 

„  Notices  served — Informal 

„  Notices  served — Statutory  . 

„  Prosecutions 

„  Defects  or  Nuisances  abated 


853 

971 

209 

128 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

171 
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BRADFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 

DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admittted 

to 

Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including  Paratyphoid)... 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

6 

6 

— 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  ... 

- — - 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

20 

1 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia 

98 

— 

10 

Measles 

524 

2 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

76 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

6 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Resp.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

Deaths 

Res.  Non-Resp. 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

0 

1 

—  1 

5 

— 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

5 

10 

— 

— 

I  — 

—  — 

—  — 

10 

—  15 

15 

20 

20 

25 

— 

— 

—  — 

— 

—  — 

25 

35 

6 

3 

—  _ 

—  — 

—  _ 

35 

45 

1 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

45 

55 

1 

1 

—  — 

—  1 

—  — 

55 

65 

2 

— 

—  — 

—  — 

—  — 

65 

&  upwards 

2 

— 

—  — 

1  — 

—  — 

Totals 

12 

4 

1  — 

1  1 

—  — 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948. 
Part  1  of  the  Act. 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori¬ 
ties  ...  ...  ...  25 

27 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

39 

39 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

TOTAL 

64 

66 

— 

— 

2.— CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Particulars 


(1) 


Number  of 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found  cases  in 


Referred 

which 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 

prosecutions 

Inspector  Inspector 

were 

instituted 

2) 

(3) 

(4)  (5) 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  ...  — 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  - 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  — 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6)  ...  ...  — 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7): 

(a)  Insufficient  ...  — 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  — 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  — 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 


TOTAL  ... 
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REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


WATER. 


Location  of  Extension.  Length  in  Yards. 


Reading  Water  Dept.: 


Mayfield  Estate,  Calcot 

.  1,501  yards. 

Mid-Wessex  Water  Company.: 

Aldermaston  Housing  Site 

.  24  yards. 

Stephens  Firs,  Mortimer 

.  1,139  yards. 

Ufton  Common 

.  342  yards. 

Chapel  Drive,  Beech  Hill 

.  108  yards. 

South  Oxfordshire  Water  Company: 

Coleridge  Lane,  Basildon 

.  11  yards. 

Flowers  Piece,  Ashampstead 

.  123  yards. 

Samples: 

69  samples  were  taken  during  the  year. 

The  problem  of  water  supply,  sewage  disposal  etc.  at  Purley  Park 
River  Estate  was  mentioned  in  last  year’s  report.  Duriqg  1953  the  Council 
agreed  to  meet  the  cost  involved  in  the  regular  emptying  of  closets  by  a 
private  company,  and  also  decided  upon  a  policy  of  providing  this  estate 
with  main  water,  which  work  is  expected  to  commence  next  year. 

CAMPING  SITES. 

Individual  licences  for  the  year  were  issued  in  respect  of  206  caravans. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

No  extensions  or  alterations  during  the  year. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL  SCHEME. 

The  scheme  continued  to  work  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

During  the  year  75  inspections  of  shops  were  made. 

No  statutory  action  was  taken,  but  several  verbal  requests  for 
improvements  in  minor  matters  were  complied  with. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No  cases  during  the  year. 
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FOOD  PREMISES. 

Bakeries 

8 

General  Stores 

...  ...  ... 

59 

Butchers  . 

... 

9 

Caterers  (includes  licensed  premises  and 

industrial) 

74 

Confectioners  (sweets  only) 

... 

13 

Fishmongers 

... 

2 

Fried  Fish  shops  . 

... 

2 

Greengrocers 

... 

3 

Grocers  . 

... 

9 

Dairies  ...  . 

11 

190 


PREMISES  REGISTERED  UNDER  SECTION  14  FOOD 
AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Ice  cream  retailers  .  48 

Sausages,  preserved  foods  retailers  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  dairies  registered  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  ...  70 
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MILK  SAMPLES. 


Sample  procured  for  type  of  Total  Satis-  Unsatis-  Remarks 

milk  samples  factory  factory 


1.  Examination  for 

2  samples  not 

tubercle  bacilli 

Raw 

5 

3 

— 

tested. 

2.  Submission  to  Methy- 

lene  Blue  test 

T.T. 

9 

1 

1 

Repeat  Sample 
Satisfactory. 

Past. 

17 

11 

1 

Repeat  Sample 
Satisfactory,  4 
tests  void,  1 
not  sampled. 

3.  Submission  to  Phos- 

phatase  test  . 

Past. 

17 

16 

1  not  sampled. 

During  1953,  the  local  authority  licensed  19  retailers  to  sell  tuberculin 
tested  milk.  Five  of  these  licences  were  supplementary..  Licences  issued  to 
retailers  to  sell  pasteurised  milk  within  the  District  were  as  follows: — 
Dealers  7,  Supplementary  3. 
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ICE  CREAM. 

Forty-eight  premises  were  registered  for  the  retail  sale  of  ice  cream. 
Fifty-one  samples  were  taken  with  the  following  results:  — 

Grade.  Number  of  Samples. 

I  16 

II  23 

III  5 

IV  7 

The  products  of  six  manufacturers  were  concerned  in  this  sampling. 
MEAT. 

Particulars  of  any  legal  action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
1875  and  1936  or  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924. 

Thirteen  certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of  unfit  meat. 

Disposal  of  unfit  meat:  Small  quantities  burnt  or  buried.  Larger 
quantities  sent  to  be  rendered  down. 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  OTHER  THAN  MEAT. 

Seventy  inspections  of  catering  establishments  were  made  during  the 
year  and  a  satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  found. 

Twenty-seven  condemnation  certificates  were  issued  in  respect  of 
various  tinned  foods. 

Disposal  of  unfit  tinned  food :  Burnt  or  buried. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  BUTCHERS  SHOPS. 

Four  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  for  the  occasional  slaughtering 
of  pigs. 

No  action  was  found  necessary  in  inspection  of  the  slaughterhouses 
and  butchers  shops. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Number  in  district  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  14 

A  satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  was  found. 

HOUSING  TABLE. 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  built: 

1.  By  Local  Authority 

By  private  persons  (including  six  conversions) 

Inspections  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year: — • 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

2.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

3.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  re¬ 

ferred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita¬ 
tion  . -  . 


Ill 

71 

750 

1000 


22 
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Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year: — 


4.  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  .  18 

5.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  statutory  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

6.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli¬ 
tion  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

7.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

8.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  included  in  Clearance  Orders 

made  by  the  Local  Authority  .  Nil 

9.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  included  in  Clearance 

Orders  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Health .  Nil 

10.  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursance 

of  clearance  orders  .  Nil 


Overcrowding: — 

11.  (a)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  .  Nil 

(b)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 

year  .  Nil 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


Local  Dwelling  Agri- 
Authority  Houses  cultural 


All  other 
(including 
Business  & 
Industrial) 


Total  number  of  pro¬ 
perties  in  local  authority’s 

area  .  28  5632  431  446 


Number  of  properties 

inspected  by  the  local 
authority  in  1953  as  a 
result  of  ... 

(a)  notification  . (a) 

(b)  survey  or  otherwise  ...  (b) 

Number  of  properties 

inspected  which  were 
found  to  be  seriously 
infested  by  mice 

Number  of  properties 

inspected  which  were 
found  to  be  infested 
by  rats 

Number  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  treated  by  local 

authority  ... 


160  —  22 
28  2570  67  460 

—  30  —  11 

7  major  160  major  24  major  17  major 

21  minor  447  minor  24  minor  11  minor 

28  629  —  35 
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SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1953. 


N.B. — Smoke  abatement  and  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  Factory 
and  Workshops  Acts  are  not  included  in  this  table.  (Bakehouses  come 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts). 


Number  of  different  premises  visited . 

„  „  Inspections  made 

„  „  Complaints  received  . 

„  „  Defects  and  Nuisances  discovered 

„  „  Notices  served — Informal 

„  „  Notices  served — Statutory 

„  „  Prosecutions  . 


1750 

3100 

90 

100 

20 

3 

Nil 


Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  abated: 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.s,  Sink  Wastes,  etc. 

„  Drains  and  Cesspools  ...  . 

„  Pigs  or  other  animals  . 

„  Deficient  or  impure  water  . 

„  Unclean  Houses  . 

„  Overcrowded  Houses  . 

„  Polluted  ditches,  streams,  etc. 

„  Insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits 

„  Other  defects  or  nuisances  . 

Number  of  Premises  disinfected 

„  „  Water  Samples  taken  for  analysis 

„  „  Wells  closed 

„  „  Wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 

„  „  New  Wells  sunk 

„  „  Houses  connected  with  water  mains 

„  „  Water  Certificates  granted 

„  „  Seizure  or  surrender  of  unsound  or  diseased  food 

„  „  Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.s. 

Canal  Boats:  No.  of  inspections 

„  „  No.  on  register  . 

Common  Lodging  Houses:  No.  of  inspections 
„  „  „  No.  on  register 

Milkshops :  No.  on  Register 
Slaughterhouses:  No.  on  register 

Milkshops :  No.  of  inspections . 

Slaughterhouses :  No.  of  inspections 
Piggeries  :  No.  of  inspections  . 


Nil 

8 

Nil 

16 

£ 

Nil 

6 

10 

15 

8 

69 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

182 

Nil 

40 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

4 

3 

4 
Nil 
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